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and her favourites were reported by talebearers whose
interest it was to sow dissensions between the two
sovereigns, and the agents of the Austrian and Saxon
Courts omitted nothing that could widen the breach.
All sorts of stories, some true, some false, were told to
the Czarina ; she was even made to believe that Frederick
sought to have her assassinated. But it would be a
mistake to suppose that Elizabeth was solely actuated by
personal considerations. She was a daughter of Peter
the Great, and ambitious of pursuing her father's policy
of introducing Russia into the affairs of Europe as
much as possible. She could not, therefore, look with
indifference on the growth of a strong power on her
western frontier, especially when its resources were
wielded by a man so able and, as she thought, so un-
scrupulous as Frederick the Great. She had neither
forgiven nor forgotten his invasion of Saxony in 1745,
though the rapidity of the Prussian successes had pre-
vented her interference.
Of Elizabeth's will to co-operate with Maria Theresa
there could be no doubt after the Moscow resolution;
the question was whether it was really in her power to
render any material assistance. The sums of money
which she squandered on her lovers were so immense
that it was doubtful whether Russia could send any
considerable army into the field. It was, therefore, ne-
cessary to procure an English subsidy for her Angj0.
if possible, and after repeated solicitations on §Ujsian0
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the part of Austria this object was attained by tember 30,
the Anglo-Russian Treaty of September 30, I755>
1755.    But tne treaty was hardly signed before it lost its
meaning by reason of the defensive alliance between
England and Prussia.    The English Government, ignor-
ant of almost everything on the Continent, was totally
unaware of the Czarina's hatred of Frederick, and believed

